
UIUC Hillel’s Erez Cohen Brings Israel to our Students 

 By Katie Keidan 

Our very own Erez Cohen, a second year Sheliach at the University of Illinois Hillel/Cohen Center for 

Jewish Life, has been recognized as one of the Outstanding Shlichim of 2010 by the Jewish Agency for 

Israel. Erez has done a ton of work with students, helping them to gain leadership skills within 

organizations around campus. He has raised Israeli awareness by educating students about Israeli 

culture, Hebrew, and Israeli current events. Erez's ability to make connections with students is 

exemplified by the many passionate students he works with. One of his students, Alexandra Rudoph, had 

this to say: had this to say: . 

"Erez is one of a kind, filled with connections, experience and knowledge about Jewish life and Israel. 

This winter, I went on Birthright-Shorashim and Erez was one of my trip leaders. With Erez as my trip 

leader on Birthright- Shorashim, my experience changed my life. Visiting Israel was a monumental stage 

in my life and Erez triggered and witnessed the beginning of my passion for Israel. Because of his 

devotion to building American and Israeli ever-lasting connections, Erez encourages and helps students 

return to Israel. He is a major lifeline to the strong Israel advocacy network on the University of Illinois 

Urbana-Champaign campus. Without Erez, my knowledge, passion, and excitement about Israel would 

be minimal." 

Erez's teachings about how to advocate and be the voice of Israel is clearly represented through the 

passion that the students at the Cohen Hillel exhibit through their devotion to Jewish life and Israel on 

campus. 

Erez makes connections with students in a way that makes his passion and love for Israel contagious. 

Erez sent a record number of participants on Masa programs in Israel this year; and received another 

honor for his efforts. . "Both of these awards are a product of the remarkable support I receive from JUF 

and the Hillels of Illinois", Erez states. He also mentions that none of his work would have been possible 

without the tremendous support and teamwork from his colleagues, Aimee Weiss from Masa, and Emily 

Briskman, from JUF's Israel Center. 

Erez was motivated to become a Shaliach after being an Israeli participant in Birthright. As a graduate 

student at Tel Aviv University at the time, Erez felt that "doing Shlichut was a wonderful opportunity to 

experience international work and expose (himself) more to the Jewish world at the same time". While 

this has been a great experience for Erez, the Hillels of Illinois has also been rewarded with his hard work 

and dedication to students' growth and development as members of the Jewish community. 
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