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Most students would say that they feel surrounded by Judaism more at home than away at college. I 

anticipated feeling similarly but was pleasantly surprised. Hillel on my campus has given me opportunities 

to meet fellow Jews, something I never looked forward to doing when I was younger going to religious 

school. But Hillel was different because it was my choice, on my time, with people who ended up 

becoming some of my closest friends. 

Because of the Hillel at my school, I was presented with an opportunity to stay connected to Jewish life 

over the summer through the Lewis Summer Internship in Chicago. I went through the application 

process and was grateful to be one of the twenty-nine college aged young adults accepted. At orientation, 

I met a number of like-minded individuals. Some I had lots in common with, others were different from me 

but it didn't take long for all of us to become a unified group. Jewish geography linked us all in one way or 

another and I was excited to continue to get to know everyone better. This internship is unique in that we 

meet twice weekly to develop professional skills and enhance our Jewish sense of self through 

networking and group discussions on Jewish topics. 

Once work actually started, I all of a sudden felt like a young professional. I was given projects and 

responsibilities and while I was still only an intern, my supervisors instilled within me a sense of pride in 

my day-to-day contributions. I follow the examples set before me, and watch and observe. I try to take in 

all the details whether it is how to answer a phone or how to effectively reach the Jewish community 

through a newsletter. My supervisors have been fantastic at making sure that everything I do, I walk away 

learning something from it. Because of this internship I have written a portion of a newsletter, attended a 

governing commission meeting, learned how to use donor software and so much more only in five short 

days. 

Having completed my first week as a Lewis Summer Intern, I can confidently say that this eight week 

program will be one filled with new goals, new accomplishments, new talents, new challenges, new 

networks, new contacts and new friends. I have already gotten a little taste of all of these new things, and 

I am proud to say that the Hillels of Illinois has given me this opportunity to grow and develop as a young 

professional and as a member of the Jewish community. 
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