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While some might view dancing a Torah into a dedication ceremony as out of the ordinary, it is nothing 

but an annual tradition in the eyes of Ira Lipman and his family. Every year on the yarhrtzeit of Lipman’s 

father, Mr. Lipman has made the very generous donation of a complete Torah to honor the life of his 

father; and this year was no exception. The Hillels of Illinois’s Fiedler Hillel at Northwestern University was 

this year’s privileged recipient of the Lipman family’s 17th dedicated Torah. Michael Simon, the executive 

director of Fiedler Hillel, Rabbi Josh Feigelson and the rest of the faculty and students at Northwestern 

could not be more grateful. 

The dedication ceremony on June 15th lined up with Northwestern’s commencement which would occur 

the following day. Many alumni-to-be and their families were able to attend the momentous ceremony; it 

really reinforced the concept of l’dor va’dor, from generation to generation, exemplified by the Lipman 

family, and the seniors graduating as well. To executive director of Fiedler Hillel Michael Simon, “The idea 

of l’dor ve’dor describes how each generation receives Jewish traditions and ideas and knowledge and 

hopes and dreams from the previous generations, a chain extending backward for millennia, and then 

passes it all along in old and new forms, revised and developed, to the next generation and, we pray, 

toward an ever- brighter future.” The tradition of the Torah is a powerful one, and Fiedler Hillel is fortunate 

enough to reap the everlasting benefits that the Torah provides. 

The dedication ceremony was intimate in the sense that most everyone present received the opportunity 

to participate. The Sofer, the one who writes the Sefer Torah, had written all but the last few words which 

would be completed by students, Hillel faculty, and the Lipman family. At every Torah dedication, Mr. 

Lipman completes the Torah writing with the last letter in honor of his father. At a Torah dedication 

ceremony at Philly Hillel, when asked why Mr. Lipman continues to make these generous donations 

around universities across the nation, he answered, “It’s very therapeutic; it’s very selfish in a sense. It’s a 

feeling of taking a stand when I say Kaddish. Because I love my dad, and I had a great relationship with 

him,” 

Mr. Lipman’s charitable donation is one for which Fiedler Hillel is forever grateful. Maintaining strong 

connections with Jewish culture and heritage in order to be a productive member of the Jewish 

community is a priority of the Hillels of Illinois. Setting an example for students of what it means to be an 

active member of society and to give back whenever possible is a value that was most definitely 

conveyed to students through this donation. The Fiedler Hillel is a proud recipient of this brand new Torah 

and they are honored to be part of such a beautiful tradition.  
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